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CCI Number 2007CB16IPO007

	Project title:
	Bridging Universities and Business for Enchasing Employability Skills for Students

	Lead Partner:
	American University in Bulgaria

	Partners: 
	Goce Delcev University Shtip, FYROM

	Duration:
	12 months

	Total budget (in €)
	77 615.79 Euro

	Achieved results:
	


The overall project objective met was the contribution, through networking and cooperation, to the investment in human capital as one of the most valuable resources of the cross-border area and facilitating cooperation between universities and the business. 

The specific objectives of the project were:

· Contribution to the establishment of a University-Business network to serve as a sustainable model for innovative cooperation in the cross border region;

· Development of a set of soft and professional skills of students that would be implemented in concrete research and applied projects with the business;
· Provision of a model for the "knowledge triangle", as an interaction of education, knowledge and innovation in the region;

· Facilitation of innovative university-business practices in the border region;

· Exchange of know-how and good innovative practices between universities in the border region;

· Establishment of joint university-business hubs for research and cooperation;

Outputs met:

· 1 interactive model was created for self-assessment of employability skills;
· http://bridges-bgmk.com;
· 7 training material sets on employability skills were developed; 

· 2 training places created;
· 333 people participating in trainings;
· 170 people with enhanced skills;
· 12 business to education linkages;
· 45 people from vulnerable groups trained;
· 3 scientific exchanges and transfers of know-how;
· 12 networking structures created/developed.
The project has been successfully accomplished in June 2012.  
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The created university- business hub in the premises of the American University in Bulgaria;
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Furniture for the created university- business hub in the premises of the Goce Delchev University, Stip, Macedonia;
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